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Habitat for Humanity, Sankofa collaborate for Shack-a-thon

Students construct a cardboard model of a home on the Quad during Lawrence’s annual Shack-a-thon.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

“No ‘boo’s because you’re
short or because your feet are too
small,” said junior and Sankofa
house Residence Life Manager
Tierra Masupha as she started the
first installation of Sankofa Open
Session (SOS).
SOS began as an incentive to
facilitate an open forum on campus. Sophomore Louis Weissert,

creator of the project, was
inspired by the way young people
are able to share their ideas and
hoped to create this type of space
on campus.
“[This summer,] I saw how
people our age were able to
express themselves in an open
and honest way. I really couldn’t
think of a place here that allowed
for an inclusive and less formal
way of sharing,” said Weissert.
Through this, Weissert hopes

to hold monthly or biweekly “open
mics” in Sankofa house.
“The idea is to create a free
space where, as long as you’re
saying it respectfully and not in an
offensive way, you can say whatever you want,” continued Weissert.
Weissert felt that oftentimes
the “struggle at Lawrence is a lot
of people with good ideas, but
no one to help combine those
ideas to work in a bigger way.” For
this reason, Weissert stresses an

eagerness for collaboration.
“We are more than happy to
work with any and all organizations who want to work with us,”
said Weissert.
Last Friday’s event was
a combination of Habitat for
Humanity’s Shak-a-thon and Open
Mic with Slam Poetry Club (SPC).
“[The goal is] to give a platform to a lot of people who don’t
have one,” continued Masupha.
“We hope to inspire, connect, and

express.”
Sophomore Harrison Barber
participated in the event and
admitted a visible difference from
typical SPC readings.
“This audience was a lot bigger, so [performers] got to open
up and learn how to perform in a
different way.”
SOS welcomes any sort of
expression, not just spoken word.

ing statistics, the panelists shared
poems written by refugees and
engaged the audience in an interactive simulation of some of the
incredibly difficult choices that
Syrians seeking asylum must confront.
Anabtawi explained that SJP
felt compelled to speak out on the
Syrian crisis because of the shared
history of displacement between
Palestinians and Syrians. Shaar
added that during “a humanitarian crisis of this size … being
insensitive to the plight of [the refugees] is very dangerous, because
the environment that they are in
[…] is what makes extremists, if
not handled well.”
The panelists positioned
access to education as an important part of stopping the spread
of extremism. Educated refugees
have more options to support
themselves in their countries of
asylum and are less likely to join
militias as a means of income.
The panelists then introduced a fundraiser for Jusoor, a
Montreal-based organization that
provides Syrian refugees with

scholarships to continue their
education abroad. Shaar has a
personal connection to the organization, as Jusoor provided the
scholarship that enables him to
attend Lawrence. SJP tabled for
the rest of the week to raise funds.
Reactions to the panel were
generally positive. Sophomore

Oswaldo Gomez said he “definitely” felt more informed after
attending and as a result, plans
to get more involved with SJP in
the future. “The panel was great.
I really enjoyed the discussions of
the facts, but also […] the poems
and letters. It really touched a
deeper meaning,” Gomez stated.

Senior Camille Dozier, who
came to the panel because she
believed she “should learn more”
about the refugee crisis, appreciated “hearing people's questions”
and felt that “at this panel in particular, people had really good
questions.”

See page 2

SJP hosts panel, fundraiser for Syrian refugee crisis
Nicole Mitchell
Staff Writer

____________________________________
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“In the U.S., academic freedom tends to be about what you
can write and what you can't
write, but for many people in
the world, academic freedom is
just about access to education,”
said senior Razan Anabtawi, who
serves as co-president of Students
for Justice in Palestine (SJP) at
Lawrence.
She spoke at SJP's first event
of the year -- a panel on the Syrian
refugee crisis. It took place in the
Warch Campus Center cinema at
6:30 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 28.
Anabtawi was joined on the panel
by junior and SJP co-president
Tamara Nassar and sophomore
and SJP vice president Mahmoud
Shaar.
Around 30 students attended the 90-minute session. The
panelists explained the causes
and effects of a civil war which,
according to Shaar, has displaced
12.1 million Syrians since the conflict began in March of 2011.
In addition to such distress-

From left: Junior Tamara Nassar, sophomore Mahmoud Shaar and senior Razan Anabtawi lead a panel on the Syrian refugee crisis.
Photo by Luke Payne
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Visiting Professor William Childs speaks on the
role of images in ancient Greek art
Hannah Kinzer
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On Monday, Sept. 28,
Archaeological
Institute
of
America (AIA) Norton Lecturer
William Childs gave a presentation, titled “The Meaning of
Pictures in Early Greece,” on
ancient Greek pottery. The lecture was given in the Wriston Art
Center auditorium at 7:30 p.m.,
and it was open to all community
members.
The lecture was sponsored
by the Archaeological Institute of
America and coordinated through
the AIA Society of Appleton. The
society works to research and preserve the world’s archaeological
heritage, as well as to educate the
public.
Professor of Anthropology
Peter Peregrine, who is a contact
for the AIA Society of Appleton,
spoke before the lecture about
the AIA. He noted the AIA’s recent
work to preserve heritage sites
in the Middle East and its role in
bringing speakers to campus.
The lecturer, William Childs,
is professor emeritus with the

Sankofa

continued from page 1
Organizers foresee the forum
extending to different outlets.
“We also want to create a
political dialogue—using art and
art installations to tie in some
aspects of activism,” said Weissert.
Students can look forward to

Princeton Professor Emeritus William Childs speaks about ancient Grecian art last Monday.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

department of art and archaeology at Princeton University. His
speech focused on the portrayal of
myths, nature and everyday life in
ancient Greek pottery. He stressed
how nature is associated with the
more free space forums from SOS
and can get more direct information on their Facebook page.
“We are not a recognized
organization [on campus],” concluded Weissert. “We are just a
project that we, as Sankofa, put
forth to make an open and inclusive community to all different
types of people and arts.”

divine in ancient Greek art. He
spoke about how narration developed as artists skillfully used tools
to represent images with subtlety
and variety.
In addition to ornamental

representations of nature, images
of heroic myths and death were
evident in ancient Greek pottery.
Assistant Professor of Classics
Adriana Brook remarked, “[…] the
fact that so many of these vases

are showing scenes of burials is
really interesting.”
She continued, “In fact, just in
mythology today, we were talking
about the Underworld and myths
that are used to sort of help deal
with the fear [of] confronting the
unknown when we die. It was
interesting to see the actual historical cultural representation of
how people dealt with that in the
ancient world to go along with
those myths that we talked about
today.”
The lecture combined interests in art, history and classical
studies. Brook commented, “There
are so few events on campus, in a
campus that is just rustling with
events, that are geared specifically towards students who are
taking myth […] I felt that this was
a really unique opportunity for
the students who are taking that
class, who might otherwise feel
that there’s not necessarily a lot
going on that directly intersects
with their studies, and yet, here
is this lecture […] a perfect way
to take little bits and pieces that
we’ve heard in class and apply
them in a new context.”

BIG PICTURE small space

Photo by Noah Gunther

Student bands and performsnces featured at Habitat for Humanity’s Shack-a-thon.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

Octoberfest 2015, “Appleton’s largest block party,” filled College
Avenue with tents, food and classic cars last weekend.

FREE SUPER-MUNCHEEZ CHEEZY-BREADSTICKS
with any 14” or 16” Pizza!

FREE DELIVERY!
Best Traditional Pizza
Best Late-Night Dining
Best Take-Out/Delivery

OPEN 11 A.M.–3 A.M.
Ask for your Lawrence Discount!

Order for delivery!

920-749-1111
www.MuncheezPizzeria.com
600 W. College Ave. Downtown Appleton
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Discussion Etiquette
Fiona Masterton
For The Lawrentian

___________________________

Dear Fiona,
I find myself getting very
upset during class discussions. I am
also starting to worry that I might
be guilty of doing the same things
in discussions that are aggravating me or hurting my own feelings.
How can I make sure that I am not
offending or upsetting anyone, but
still maintaining the productivity
of diverse and controversial class
discussion.
- Distressed Discusser
Dear Distressed Discusser,
Class discussions can bring
up a lot of emotions -- especially
if they’re on tough topics, which
they should be. Many humanities departments such as history,
english, gender studies, and some
sciences like anthropology rely
almost entirely on discussion to
drive the class and the focus for
papers.
Since most Lawrentians live
and breathe their classes, our life
tends to just become a series of
intense-as-hell class discussions,
and that can be really draining.
Also, people can be quite insensitive without even knowing or

intending it.
This seems like a twofold
problem to me: you are having a
hard time not getting upset in discussions, but you are also afraid
that you might be accidently making others upset. The first thing
I would focus on is how to protect yourself against getting too
emotionally hurt in class. Then, I
would start worrying about making sure you’re not doing the same
to others.
OK, so protecting yourself:
try to remember that your arguments and opinions are not you as
a person. If someone is disagreeing with you, know that they are
attacking your opinion, not you.
It is natural to feel defensive, but
try to give others the benefit of
the doubt. They are probably not
being malicious; they’re just trying to do what everyone else is
trying to do: participate in the discussion. Discussion would be really boring if everyone was agreeing
with each other all the time.
If someone says something
really awful -- I mean truly upsetting and offensive -- take a deep
breath, write it down and then
talk to your professor after class.
Chances are that would not even
be necessary. If it’s an extremely

horrible thing that was said, the
rest of the class and the professor
will call them out. If that doesn’t
happen and you seem to be the
only one who was really affected
by what was said, then it is time to
talk to your professor individually
about it. They can outline for you
their class discussion guidelines
and can do the same for the person who was offensive.
Okay, so that’s dealing with
mean stuff being said to you. How
not to accidentally say mean stuff
in class is more complicated. For a
start, do not speak without thinking. Some professors will say that
they are totally okay with you
“thinking out loud” in their class.
That is all very fine and well, and
it makes sense since sometimes it
is hard to work through a problem
without verbalizing it. However,

Contamination
Speculations
George had downloaded a
few too many infected files onto
his computer, and now the poor
thing was quietly smoking in the
corner of the campus IT department.
Unfortunately, he still had to
do work and so, he was sitting
in the computer lab where the
editors put together the campus
newspaper. They were not putting it together tonight, but many
of them had gotten in the habit
of treating the public lab like it
was their own personal lounge. If
anyone on campus were to enter
at any point during the week,
they could most likely witness
two or more of the editors having an intense discussion about
something that only editors would
think was intense.
The editors also seemed to be
completely oblivious to who else
was in the room, so George knew
this could also be a prime time to
pick up some campus gossip.
As usual, there were some
editors drinking coffee in their

bean-bag chairs and gossiping
about things that George only
cared to listen to as a means of
procrastination.
“Chester is usually so reliable,” said the tall one to the short
one.
“He’s probably just still under
the weather from that food poisoning outbreak,” said the short
one to the tall one.
“I don’t know. There was
that time when he stapled his fingers together and still managed
to write an article for the paper
using just one hand. I bet he’s just
being lazy. Besides, most people
seem to have recovered.”
“Laziness is just so unlike
him. He’s always so obnoxiously
committed to doing a good job.”
“I know. I’m the one who
has to edit his damn contributions to the current events section. They’re always meticulously
investigated and written. It makes
me feel obsolete.” The tall one
looked ashamed.
“Didn’t something like this

happen before, when he exposed
the owl scandal? He disappeared
for a week, came back covered in
feathers and the owl regulation
laws were changed.”
The tall one’s eyes rolled. ”He
said he was under cover.”
“So dedicated. What was he
working on this time?”
“I can’t remember exactly. He
sort of made his own assignments.
I think he said something about
that water processing plant on the
other end of the lake. Or maybe it
was something about Good Eats?”
“Good Eats? That sounds a
bit domestic for him. He always
seems to like to get off campus for
his reporting.”
“Yeah, I know. Good Eats is
also pretty dull. Maybe he wants
to start critiquing the soup in the
cafeteria.”
“Well, we are down a food
critic after the food poisoning outbreak. Shelly is apparently refusing to eat in the cafeteria in protest of what she claims must be ‘a
dirty kitchen environment.’” The

you still need to be conscious of
what you are saying and how it
will affect others. This does not
necessarily mean that you have to
change your argument, but it does
mean that you have to choose
your words with care.
In particular, there are certain words that are very gendered
or racially significant. They should
not be used lightly and definitely
not in anger. I cannot give you a
full list of these words and just say,
“These are no-no words and we
do not use them in class.” Firstly,
these upsetting words are different for every intersection of the
human experience, and secondly,
sometimes you can use some of
these words to accurately explain
something. What matters is how
you use them. Be diplomatic.
For example, “hysterical”

is one that immediately springs
to mind for me. Do not describe
someone who is upset -- especially a woman -- as “hysterical”.
Do use “hysterical” to describe
what doctors used to call women
in order to invalidate female emotions. Get it?
If that seems too complicated, try just being receptive to
the people around you and paying
attention to their body language
to find out what things are upsetting them.
Either way, discussion etiquette is important. Just try to be
a nice person and think about how
others might feel about what you
are saying. Discussions are much
more productive if everyone is
happy, engaged and comfortable.
-Fiona

This serial story is a collaboration
between the members of Lawrence
University’s Creative Writing Club.
This week’s installation is written by
Rose Nelson.
short one did not exactly seem
sensitive to poor Shelly’s plight.
“Perish the thought of her
perfect palate being expected
to even be in the same room as
imperfectly baked beans.”
“She’s not the only one
,though. I’ve heard from a lot of
people that they don’t want to
chance the cafeteria after all that
projectile vomiting.”
“Yeah. I didn’t like that part.”
“I’m betting no one did”
George was now not even
pretending to pay attention to his
computer.
“Well then, what are all those
people eating instead?” asked the
tall one.
“Some are cooking in dorm
kitchens, some are spending all
their money on restaurants, some
people are foraging for mushrooms and rabbits, and I’m pretty
sure I know at least one person
who has been grazing on the main
lawn for most of the day.”
George himself had spent
three hours looking under rocks

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

for rolly pollies, and he had not
had much luck.
“Grazing can be very timeintensive if you want all the nutrients you need.”
The short one nodded solemly. “I’m personally going to a collaborative soup-making at Nudity
House for dinner tonight.”
“I heard those have gotten so
popular that there was a line out
the door on Tuesday.”
“Yup! I was there. Luckily, I
got in early; there were about 30
people behind me, in the cold, vegetables in hand, regretting taking
their clothes off too early.”
“So was the soup good?”
George realized that he was
also supposed to make soup at
Nudity House, and that if he wanted to get a spot, he would have
to grab his potatoes, remove his
clothes and fight through the line.

SPORTS

4

Oct. 2, 2015

THE LAWRENTIAN

Lawrence’s inaugural Tri Boldt Triathlon succeeds
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

_____________________

It was all smiles on Boldt Way.
Early on Saturday, Sept. 26, the
inaugural Lawrence University Tri
Boldt Triathlon, a friendly competition focused around Lawrence’s
own Boldt Way, began. Competing
either in teams or by themselves,
26 students and staff members
of all levels of fitness swam 300
yards, biked 4.5 miles, and ran 1.6
miles to complete the endurance
race.
The first place winners in
the team competition were Team

Steitz, with a time of 28 minutes
and 35 seconds. The team consisted of Daniel Martin ‘07, senior
Tyler Herman and junior Dani
Millin. Winning the individual
race was freshman Jason Lau, who
completed in all three legs of the
race in 36 minutes and 59 seconds.
The triathlon was created to
give Lawrentians another chance
to motivate themselves to stay
healthy and active. “The idea was
to create an opportunity for people to try a triathlon if they’ve
never done it before, and if they
have, to have a nice event on a
beautiful fall morning,” Director
of Wellness and Recreation Erin
Buenzli said.

The race began in the
Buchanan Kiewit Wellness Center
pool, where the competitors took
care of the swimming portion of
the race first. The racers had to
swim 300 yards, or 12 times the
length of the pool, after which
team competitors tagged their
bike riding teammates for the next
leg of the course.
Individual racers had to
ascend the mountain that is the
Wellness Center stairway to their
awaiting bikes to complete the
4.5 mile bike loop that stretched
across the river, down a trail and
then back across the river to campus. “That trail was much hillier
than I thought,” junior and biking
competitor Raleigh Heath said.

Finally, amidst the cheers of
spectators, the racers completed
the last leg of the race: the footrace. The running course extended down Boldt Way, around the
Quadrangle, back toward Main
Hall, around Ormsby and finished at the doors of the Wellness
Center. This loop was repeated
twice by the competitors to make
up the 1.6 miles.
In total, the course ran for
over six miles. “It was really hard,”
reflected junior Kirstin Edwards,
who took fourth in the individual
race. “I thought I’d be able to catch
up on the running part, but my
legs were so tired.”
Despite the difficulty of the
course, all of the competitors fin-

ished with a huge smile on their
face resulting from that crazy sensation one only gets by pushing
their body to the absolute limit. Of
course, the cheers and support of
their fellow Lawrentians did not
hurt either.
Overall, the event was a very
positive experience for those who
participated and a great addition
to healthy living on the Lawrence
campus. “We hope to make this
event a yearly tradition,” Buenzli
said. “After the success of today’s
race, we may even consider having it again in the spring.” Look for
the Tri-Boldt Triathalon next year,
and maybe next spring, as motivation to continue training and living a healthy lifestyle.

was more one-sided in the second half” The second half saw
Lawrence struggle to keep the ball
out of their defensive zone.
Despite firing off a season’s
best 18 shots, the Vikes offense
could not find the back of the net.
Conversely, the Vikings defense
allowed a season’s worst 23 shots.
Lawerence, though not typically a
tremendously physical team, was
also given three yellow cards in
the second half alone.
Vikings junior goalie, Joe
Krivit, shined once again, stopping seven shots on goal to anchor
Lawrence’s defense. However, a
66-minute goal by Yellowjacket
forward Jon Bucklew, assisted
by Reyman Solis, proved to be
the difference. Krivit held the

Yellowjacket offense to over a
goal less than its season average
per game, but the Vikings inability to finish its chances on the
other end of the field allowed the
Yellowjackets (8-2-0) to escape
with the victory. The loss dropped
Lawrence to 1-6-1.
Despite its early season
struggles, the men’s soccer team
has reasons to be optimistic heading into the meat of its schedule.
Krivit leads the conference with a
save percentage of .811. “Having
Joe in the net lets me play higher
up the field as a defender and have
more confidence one on one,”
Pasquesi said. Krivit also returned
the praise to his defensive unit,
which includes Pasquesi as well
as sophomores Lewis Berger and

Sean Salansky among others. “We
have a lot of confidence with each
other. We have played a lot of
games together,” Krivit said.
The Vikings are also waiting
for the return of junior defenseman Nick Huth, who was been
sidelined for most of the season
with an abdominal injury. Huth,
who started all 18 games last season, can bolster the team’s strong
defense even more.
The team hopes that its continued strong defensive performances can spark some offense.
“We need to play well for 90 minutes,” Pasquesi said. “We’ve had
some good 15 minute stretches.
We need to finish our chances. It
just takes one [goal] to open the
floodgates.”

Krivit added, “We can be dangerous. There’s a lot of speed on
the team.”
The team has been competitive in every game it has played,
and considers every game winnable. So far this season, Krivit
believes that the team has a lot to
build on. “We are on an upward
trajectory.”
A top-4 finish in the conference will be necessary for
the Vikings to earn a bid to the
Midwest Conference Tournament
for the first time since 2011, a
tournament that no current Viking
has competed in.
The Vikings non-conference
games have ended, with the next
nine games being against Midwest
Conference teams.

Men’s soccer prepares for interconference play
Jordan Atkins

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

The Lawrence University
Men’s soccer team dropped its
non-conference match-up against
The University of Wisconsin
Superior last Sunday by a score
of 1-0.
Viking senior midfielder,
Santiago Alvarez, and freshman
forward, Taylor Reifert, led the
offensive charge for the road
team, each compiling four shots
each. The two teams played to a
scoreless first half.
“The first half went well,”
junior defender Dom Pasquesi
said. “We created some good
opportunities, but the game

Freshman Sportlight

Lilly Endsley - Women’s Tennis
Brady Busha
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Lilly Endsley is a freshman
on the women’s tennis team. She
holds a 4-4 record as a singles competitor and most recently played a
large role in Lawrence’s 6-3 win
over Marian, where Endsley had
a 6-1 victory in her singles match.
Where are you from? What
drew you to Lawrence?
I am from Rockford, Illinois. I
came to Lawrence because I wanted to go to a small school. The fact
that it is such a good liberal arts
school and that everyone is so
nice is what drew me here.

How did you start playing
tennis? What do you like most
about it?
I started playing when I was
six, because my brother started
playing, and I wanted to be better

Wesley Hetcher
Staff Writer

____________________________________

After having three competitions under their belts, the
Lawrence University Golf team is
almost finished with the fall portion of their season. They have
seen many good rounds from a
number of different golfers, and
have welcomed some new faces
to what will be a young team
moving forward.
The college golf season is
split up into separate fall and
spring sections. With only four

scheduled meets in the fall, it can
be difficult to see improvements
this early. However, many of the
golfers at this level are more
lighthearted about it. “Division III
golf is not as competitive. People
are very nice to each other, we are
just having fun on the golf course,”
Junior Nigel Schuster said.
The team had a fast start
to the season, with Schuster in
particular having a fair amount
of success. After finishing third
in the Midwest Conference last
year, he placed in a tie for tenth at
the Wisconsin Lutheran College

Invitational on Sept. 20-21. The
week before, junior Nathan Ley
had tied for seventh at Marian
University.
The team is welcoming two
new freshmen, Nick Felan from
Highland Village, Texas, and the
first and only girl on the team
Natalie Galster, of Wautoma,
Wisc. As they round out the
beginning to their fall introduction, they look forward to winter
workouts. Even though only six
members may compete at a time,
they all need to be ready right
away in the spring. “As soon as

than him. It’s a stress reliever.
It’s nice to go on the court and
just relieve my stress about everything, and smack the ball as hard
as I can.
Given your skillset, what do
you hope to bring to the team
this year?
Wins.

What’s one thing you’re
really looking forward to this
year?
Not to be a nerd, but I am
really looking forward to this education. You get so much from this
school, and I’m excited to soak it
all in.

What has your athletic
career here at Lawrence taught
you about being academically
successful as well?
It helps me to manage my
time. I think all athletes really
understand how much time they
the snow melts, you’re out on
the golf course and have to play,”
says Schuster.
The Midwest Conference
Tournament will be the highlight for many of the members.
Held in Rockford, Ill., the golfers
remain excited. “I like the pressure. I want to win,” Schuster
comments, “I hope [as a team]
we can do well, and that we can
integrate the freshmen.”
The team competes again
on Thursday, Oct. 8, in a duel
against St. Norbert.

need to put into studying, and
how to schedule that to be the
most successful they can be.
How have your teammates
helped you with your transition into the life of a collegiate
student-athlete?
They’re all my friends, so
it’s easy to find study partners.
Coming into the school with people you already know is really
nice, so I’m not a scared little
freshman.
If you had one wish, what
would you wish, and why?
I wish that people as a whole
would not have to worry about
money. Not having to worry about
your job, being able to do what
you want, and money not being
such a big factor; it holds everybody back.

Golf team
enjoys a
strong fall
season
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Patsy Kealey - Women’s Soccer
defense has really been stepping it up, and my coaches have
faith in me and are helping me
get back into it.
GC: You recently transitioned to goalie. Has it been a
smooth transition?
PK: It was a little rough at
first, but I’d say after a couple
weeks it got better.

GC: Do you miss playing
your old position as a defender?
PK: Yeah, I miss being able
to run and have actual physical
contact with other players, but
I enjoy goalie. They both have
pros and cons.

Photo by Emei Thompson

This week, I sat down with
senior goalkeeper Patsy Kealey
of the women’s soccer team.
Kealey was recently named the
Midwest Conference Defensive
Player of the Week, posting 22
saves, 0.50 goals against average, a 0.957 save percentage,
and a shutout over a period of
two games against UW- Stevens
Point and Carroll University.
Gabe Chapman: First off,

congratulations on the Midwest
Conference Defensive Player of
the Week award. Did it come as
a surprise?
Patsy Kealey: Yep. I definitely was not expecting it.
GC: What has contributed
to your success in goal over the
past two games?
PK: The support from my
teammates -- it’s not just me;
it’s everyone on the team. The

GC: Your win over Stevens
Point was the first since 1989.
How did it feel to break a streak
like that?
PK: No one really knew
(about the streak), we just knew
that they [UW – Stevens Point]
were a pretty good team so
we were very happy to be able
to win and come together. It
was definitely one of the better
games we’ve played so far this
season.
GC: In your next game
against Carroll, you played
great, but the team ended up
walking away with a tough loss.
What did you guys take away
from that game?
PK: That there are definitely things we need to work on
still, it’s not going to be a walk in

the park in our conference. But
I think it gave us determination
to keep doing well.

GC: Your teammate Casey
Merkle was also recently awarded Midwest Conference Player
of the Week honors, what’s
motivating the team to play at
such a high level?
PK: I’d say just playing
for each other and the team.
Everyone has a competitive
drive to win and it’s very upsetting when we don’t win. You can
tell on the bus afterward; it’s
a different environment after
a loss.

GC: As a senior on the team
what’s your leadership role like?
PK: Well I am one of three
captains -- Lucy Brown and
Genna Matt are the other two.
I tore my ACL, so I was out my
junior year of soccer, so I took on
difference kinds of roles such as
an athletic trainer for the team.
Being able to see both sides has
really helped me as a leader and
to be able to see what the team
needs to work on.
GC: Do you see yourself continuing to be involved with or
playing soccer after Lawrence?
PK: I would like to. I’m
looking into getting into athletic
administration after graduation,
so really any division or any
sport would be ideal.

Sports

STANDINGS
CROSS COUNTRY TOP FIVE
NAME
YEAR
TIME
Men
Josh Janusiak Fr.
26:14
Max Edwards Jr.
26:49
Ben Schaefer Fr.
26:57
Jordan Atkins Sr.
27:03
Mayan Essak Fr.
27:31
Women
Clare Bruning Sr.
Liz Landes
Sr.
Erin Schrobilgen So.
Sierra Polzin
Fr.
Hannah Kinzer So.

23:44
24:09
24:11
24:27
24:31

VOLLEYBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Knox
2-0
7-10
Ripon
2-0
5-11
St. Norbert
2-1
6-11
Cornell
2-1
5-10
Monmouth
1-1
7-9
Carroll
1-1
5-11
Lake Forest
1-1
4-12
Lawrence
1-2
2-16
Illinois
0-0
6-7
Beloit
0-2
3-11
Grinnell
0-3
0-12
MEN’S SOCCER
TEAM
MWC
Carroll
3-0
Illinois
2-0
Knox
2-1
Grinnell
2-1
Beloit
2-2
Lake Forest
1-1
St. Norbert
1-1
Monmouth
1-1
Lawrence
0-1
Ripon
0-3
Cornell
0-3

OVR
4-4-1
8-2
7-1-2
4-5
3-6-1
5-3
4-4-1
3-6
1-7-1
3-3-1
2-7

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
September 30, 2015

in photos

Football
The Lawrence University
football team dropped
their last game against
Knox despite holding the
Prairie Dogs scoreless at
the half. The Vikings take
on Grinnell this weekend
and hope to improve their
conference record of 0-1
and their overall record of
1-3.
Defensive players Jackson Straughan and Sosaeh Connahvichnah block Knox’s running game.
Photo provided by Paul Wilke

L E T ’ S G O, V I K I N G S !

BY THE
NUMB3RS

.630
The shots on goal
percentage of junior
midfielder Casey
Merkle. Merkle was
named MWC offensive player of the
week on Sept. 28.
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Beyond the Bubble:

Pre-pre-pre-election and political theater

Regan Martin
Staff Writer

____________________________

Even though the next presidential election is still over a year away,
it is already dominating much of the
American conversation. This election
seems to be a particularly lively one.
It is hard to witness the shenanigans
of candidates from both parties without forming a rather bitter opinion
of American politics. Lawrentians have
certainly formed a very strong view of
the current political climate.
The main emotion expressed by
students was disappointment about the
polarizing nature of our system. “It’s f--ed, because bipartisan politics polarize
everybody,” said junior Gabe Peterson.
“It doesn’t allow for specific voices that
don’t necessarily fit within a political
party to be heard … I think the fact that
money has such a large role in the cam-

paign system, and that so much money
is being poured into the media … makes
it impossible for anyone to say what
they mean to say without connotations
or the way that things are spun.”
Senior Heidi Thiel felt similarly
frustrated over this divide, saying, “I
think the biggest problem we have is
that it’s just so divisive that there are
only two parties and that they refuse to
work together. It really just divides our
country and everyday people.”
Sophomore Shelby Hader elaborated further on this point, saying, “I
guess I’m upset as well, one on how we
can never work together on either side
… [but] also about how we don’t care
about other people in this country. It’s
just dog eat dog, and I wish that could
change.”
It is not just the lack of cooperation
between both sides that has students
upset, but the legitimacy of the candidates in this particular election and
how politics seem to have turned into
entertainment. Peterson continued, “I

think the worst part of this s--t-show
is that certain people who I don’t feel
are valid candidates -- certain extreme
candidates -- are getting so much attention while the most logical candidates
are put on the back-burner because
what they’re doing isn’t outrageous or
extravagant.”
Senior Shannon Grant also
expressed a great deal of concern and
anger over the fact that “we’re already
planning [the current election] so far
in advance and it’s already become part
of our news cycle. It’s really upsetting,
particularly how many Republican candidates we have, and it’s clearly something we use as entertainment now.
While I think political satire is very
important, the fact that politicians and
people who are in positions of power
have become the joke themselves is
really scary.”
Sophomore Flo Van Lieshout felt
like a lot of the important issues are
being lost in this political theater. “I
think that I’m disappointed that the

lives and opinions of women are not
being more clearly expressed, and I
wish that there was more of an emphasis on that right now. I also think the
general education level of people who
are watching these debates and voting
for Donald Trump really concerns me.”
Yet even some of the most vocal
students asked still have faith. “I think
I’m an optimist, so I have hope,” said
Peterson. “I have hope for this election
because I’ve worked on an election in
the past and we won, so I’ve seen what
can happen.”
In the midst of various sound bites,
we seem to have lost sight of things like
the many local elections coming up at
the end of this year. These could end up
making big differences through small
change, and they warrant a measure of
hope for the future in a very confusing
time.

Portraits of Lawrence
How does the café
make you feel?

“I appreciate that it’s open
until midnight and the workers
are very kind. I really love the
baked goods section.”

How much did that
cookie cost?

“Two dollars, but after a certain time, they’re only one
dollar if [the café is not] out of
them.”

How do you feel at
this moment?

“I feel like my mouth is watering in anticipation of biting
into my cookie.”

Photo and interview by Rose Nelson
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Focus on campus safety: keeping Lawrence safe
Anh Ta

Assoc. Copy Editor

_______________________________________________

From driving night owls who study
until 3 a.m. back to their dorm rooms
to helping out with medical emergencies, there is virtually nothing Lawrence
University Campus Safety would not do for
the students. They are often the unsung
heroes who help build a safe and supportive environment for Lawrentians.
The team currently employs six officers -- three part-time and three full-time
staff members. Campus safety works 24
hours a day throughout the year. With such
a small staff, you will not often find an
officer staying at one place more than five
minutes.
According to Campus Safety Officer
Caleb Zitek, who joined over the summer, it
can get especially hectic during high-traffic
times, such as Octoberfest and Welcome
Week, when things get more exciting.
Occurrences of routine tasks, such as rescuing locked-out students, patrolling or taking calls, also increase. During our conversation with Zitek and Campus Safety Officer
Bart Boge ‘95, we were often interrupted by
the students’ calls to the campus safety line.
The hectic schedule and workload
do not seem to faze the officers, as they
talked to us about their jobs with lots of
enthusiasm. It seems that both Zitek and
Boge greatly enjoy the working environment here, as well as their interactions with
Lawrence students.
To Zitek, the best part of the job is
“getting to know people,” he said. “Although
I am only here part of the week, a lot of
people know my name.” As an alumnus,
Boge greatly appreciates the opportunity to
be back here working on campus. After two

Note: Campus security changed their official title to the Office of Campus Safety at the start of the 2015-16 academic year.
Photo by Rose Nelson

years back on campus, he loves the camaraderie within the team.
Sophomore and Ormsby Hall Residence
Life Advisor (RLA) Maamie Appiah told us
how much she was amazed by the campus
safety team.
“I have been to other colleges and I
have never heard of campus safety coming in to pick someone up or to drive them
back to their residence halls,” said Appiah.
“Also as an RLA, when anything happens,
I can call them and they are always here,”

she added.
Working so closely with the student
body, the team also has their own take on
the typical Lawrentian. More than anyone, as everyday first-hand witnesses, they
understand the Lawrentian lifestyle from a
unique perspective.
“They all seem stressed out,” said Zitek,
with a chuckle. “When [we are] running
around at 3 or 4 a.m., we are definitely not
the only people still walking around. People
are up all night. I see a lot of good work eth-

ics around here, which is really nice.”
Being an alumnus, Boge seems to be
the resident Lawrence expert on the team.
As a night shift officer, he reported an
equally fascinating observation about the
Lawrence difference.
“[Wildlife] is different here,” said Boge.
“The wild raccoons that we see every night,
their main diet is Toppers pizza crust.”

pus
our
MagnumBand
O &Orchestra
T
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Traux and faculty amaze
with unique concert
Izzy Yellen
Staff Writer

__________________________

It’s not often I go to a concert
without preconceived notions or
ideas of what will happen. In a
way, this is nice, I can prepare
myself for the concert yet still be
surprised and amazed at how it
unfolds. But it’s also refreshing
not knowing at all what I will hear
-- possibly because I haven’t listened to the artist or am not familiar with the program being played.
In the case of Sumner Truax’s,
of the Saxophone Department,
recent faculty recital, it was both.
The recital, which took
place in the Memorial Chapel on
Saturday, Sept. 26, featured Truax
playing a wide variety of contemporary instrumental music with
several guests -- a frequent collaborator and friend Drew Worden,
senior students Joe Connor and
Colin Parsons and other faculty,
Steven Jordheim, Matt Turner,
Mark Urness and Dane Richeson.
For each of the seven pieces,
the instrumentation and overall
sound changed drastically, keeping the audience on the edge of
their seats.
The beginning of the concert
was the most gripping opening of
a live performance I have ever witnessed. As the audience sat atypically on the stage facing the house,
the lights faded to black although

no performer was on the stage.
After what felt like a couple minutes, the sound of three soprano
saxophones, Traux, Jordheim and
Connor, came from the balcony.
The piece, “Everything That Rises,”
composed by David Clay Mettens,
utilized intonation techniques
that created incredible sonic illusions. The effects were indescribable -- when sight is taken out
of the equation and unfamiliar
tuning is used, the mind can play
tricks, producing tones that aren’t
there and textures never heard.
Similar to the ethereal
sound of Metten’s piece was the
Karlheinz Stockhausen’s textbased improvisation. Truax was
joined by cellist Matt Turner,
bassist Mark Urness and percussionists Dane Richeson and Drew
Worden. The piece was meditative
and comprised of drones from different instruments. By the end, I
felt reassured and content, even
tearing up, moved by the beauty
of it.
This concert amazed me in
many ways, but the most notable
was Truax’s ability to play such
a wide range of pieces in such
a short time, and to play them
well. Some pieces got me bobbing my head and relishing in the
sheer complexity of the time and
rhythms while others allowed me
to be completely at peace. It is

See page 9

Book Review

John Green’s
“Paper Towns”
McKenzie Fetters

For The Lawrentian
________________________________

“Paper Towns” is a fictional bildungsroman novel
of the young adult genre. At
first glance, it seems to follow
the typical formulaic plotline
of many a teen romance novel
out there today -- the synopsis
on the back cover details the
story of a boy named Quentin,
who is in love with a girl named
Margo, but is too shy to make
anything of his affections -- a
story we have all read time and
time again, with little variations here and there. However,
the book proves to be so much
more than the typical love story
that appears on its surface.
John Green’s quirky prose
and witty dialogue compose a
story that begs to be read aloud
-- one that is genuinely funny,
heartbreakingly sad and filled
with precious nuggets of wisdom and truth. It is a story that
contains mystery, romance and
much more.
Quentin, the protagonist,
who narrates the entire novel in
first person, provides a refreshing view on life as he knows it

-- reporting events as they happen with utmost veracity, giving
the text a verve that propels
the reader from one page to
the next. His character is well
rounded, solid, achingly human
and completely relatable. His
love interest, Margo, is also achingly human -- enigmatic and
unpredictable, high spirited
and unique, perpetually lost
and out of place.
After showing up unexpected at Quentin’s window
one night, the incredible and
lovely Margo promptly takes
Quentin out of his comfort zone
on a marvelous adventure filled
with pranks, trespassing and
a good portion of fun. The following day Margo goes missing and Quentin takes it upon
himself to read the signs that
she left behind in order to find
her again.
His journey, filled with a
cast of characters who are each
as eccentric and lovable as the
last, chronicles his final weeks
of high school, senior prom
and graduation, and delves into
such topics as leaving, goodbyes, friendship, the faults of
human perception, the dangers

of expectation and imagination,
the discrepancy of appearances
and reality, the futility of human
existence and the maturation of
one’s soul.
“Paper Towns” was a
great transitional book for me
as I finished high school and
proceeded into the collegiate
phase of my life, as I happened
to be reading the parts of the
book involving senior prom,
graduation and saying goodbye to people for college as I
was experiencing those things
myself. Perhaps my perception
of the book’s greatness is unduly heightened by that synchronization. Nevertheless, I would
highly recommend “Paper
Towns” to any teen looking for
a good read and/or an excellent
commentary upon some important life concepts. John Green
will take you on a ride with
some unexpected twists and
turns, but with plenty of heartwarming companions at your
side. Consistently humorous,
intelligent and savory to very
last line, “Paper Towns,” despite
being made out of paper, contains the depth and dimension
of life itself.

Correction

Worden, Urness and Traux perform an atypical concert on Saturday, Sept. 26.
Photo by Natalie Cash

In the article “Deep listening experiment enlightens,” appearing in the Sept. 25 issue of The Lawrentian, Tony Capparelli ‘14’s
piece was incorrectly referred to as “Eena.”
Capparelli’s piece is called “Inna: Calm Down.”

Ramirez reveals change in attitudes towards Latin American art
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

_________________________

Mari Carmen Ramirez carries herself like a survivor of the
‘70s punk era gone respectable:
angular, dynamic, cool, whipsharp and passionate. She speaks
with a slight accent and with a
great enthusiasm, generous in
her descriptions of art as well
as her praise of her colleagues.
This is a woman who has never
lost her passion, who has always
loved her field and continues to
advance herself and her cause out
of sheer enthusiasm. Sitting in the
Warch Campus Center’s cinema
on Monday, September 28, we sat
and heard her lecture: “Paradigm
Shifts in Latin American and
Latino Art (1980-2015).”
For the uninitiated into Latin
American art from this time period, the lecture proved to be a
revelation. While most Americans’
knowledge of Latin American art
begins and ends with Kahlo and
Rivera, Ramirez revealed in her
lecture an entire cosmos of art,

one made up of every nation and
ethnicity south of the Rio Grande.
Ramirez’s taste is immaculate: her choices of works ran the
gamut from sculpture and mosaic
to masks and photography. From
the beginning she refutes the
idea of “Latino Art,” calling the
term too narrow for the limitless depth of the art made over
centuries and across generations
and backgrounds. Her argument
and evidence make it overwhelmingly difficult, if not impossible,
to disagree. When seeing this
art there are concerns with the
same ideas, but the approaches
are infinite in their variations.
Acknowledgement of the inherent
imperialism and colonialism from
the United States’ treatment of its
Latin American population and
neighboring countries has been
biased at best and overwhelmingly cruel at its lowest. It has
resulted in certain concerns in art
ever being present. Ramirez chose
to frame the art as an expression,
rather than a response.
Ramirez also acknowledges
the complexity of the history of

Latin American art’s place in the
United States, with artists being
supported by Nelson Rockefeller
and purchased by places such as
the Museum of Modern Art. But
history, Ramirez argues, throws
off plans. The Mexican muralists
were poised to become the most
important artists of the period.
However, with World War II and
the Cold War’s consequent arrival,
their pieces were confined to the
basement of museums and inside
the homes of private collectors.
Recovery was slow, Ramirez
explained, over decades, following the shift of time and politics. Ramirez herself was candid
about her own efforts, giving us
a fascinating virtual tour of the
“Inverted Utopias” exhibit she
helped curate, where the artists
ranged from the cutting edge of
contemporary art of Brazil to Xul
Solar’s collaborations with Jorge
Luis Borges. These were not chosen merely for novelty or political reasons: Ramirez emphasized
their formal brilliance and their
moving side by side or ahead of
their European counterparts.

Again, Ramirez’s evidence was
rock solid and impossible to argue
with. Why would you, of course,
when the art’s brilliance speaks
for itself so obviously?
“We are the new world,”
Ramirez quoted during her lecture, citing a Latino activist. She
was talking about politics and civil
rights, as was the activist, but she
was also talking about art. As said
before, these Latin American art-

ists were at the forefront of their
artistic movements. The art itself
has exploded exponentially. There
are more than 85 dissertations
on the subject currently being
worked on in American universities this year alone. This is the
future, Ramirez emphasized, and
it is one we should look forward
to. Art like this and the enthusiasm behind it should be embraced
with open arms.

Mari Carmen Ramirez delivers an insightful lecture concerning Latin American art.
Photo by Linh Nguyen
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:

SAM PRATT

Lizzy Weekes
A&E Editor

_____________________

Music is a comparatively
underappreciated art form.
“When you go to a museum,
you look at a piece of visual art.
People are pressured in situations like that to focus on something,” junior Sam Pratt said. “I
don’t think a lot of people realize that music can be treated
the same way; a lot of music is
meant to be treated that way.”
Pratt is working towards
receiving a Bachelor of Arts
degree in music, as well as a
major in mathematics. He sees
the areas as separate entities
that occasionally interact.
“You can be creative in
math,” Pratt said. “When I write
music, sometimes my compositions are influenced by math,
in terms of structure and harmony.”
However, Pratt’s understanding of music does not
purely rely on his mathematical
sense. Having been involved in
music from a very young age,
Pratt has had time to develop
and hone a separate personal
philosophy.
“I didn’t really get into
music, into listening to music
and really playing music until
high school,” he said. “I started
looking more and more into the
saxophone, and that got me into

jazz. From there I kept on listening to more and more music.”
Pratt’s early jazz influence
has transformed into an appreciation for the genre and the
playing it entails, mainly improvisation. He is part of many jazz
ensembles on campus, including: Lawrence University Jazz
Ensemble (LUJE), Improvisation
Group of Lawrence University
(IGLU) and a jazz combo.
Outside of these formal
groups, Pratt is involved in two
more casual ensembles with
friends: Sk8 City High School
All-Star Jazz Band, a trio including senior Christian Carroll and
junior Ridley Tankersley, and
Hippie Bullshit with junior Willa
Johnson.
“The genre we like to
describe it as is noise punk
avant-garde jazz,” he said of Sk8
City. Hippie Bullshit qualifies
more as an artistic process. “She
[Johnson] paints or draws with
markers or any type of media
like that while I improvise on
saxophone,” Pratt commented.
“We feed off of each other’s
improvisation.”
This improvisation, as
aforementioned, is a communal
process in Pratt’s eyes.
“When you’re improvising
it’s very deliberate,” he said. “It’s
not just go up and play a solo
and it’s about you.”
The work is much more sincere than a show of talent.

“It’s trying to create something with a group of people
or by myself; it’s about creating a piece of art,” Pratt said.
“That doesn’t really work if it’s
just you showing off. It’s more
about building something that is
meaningful.”
That was the purpose of
his most recent concert, to create something meaningful with
friends. “Stuff I Do with My
Friends [besides eat pizza]” was
a personal expression of all the
musical work Pratt does on campus.
“I have a lot of different
things that I do,” he said. “I wanted to have a performance opportunity for all these things.”
The recital, which took
place on Thursday, October 1,
in Harper Hall, included a jazz
quartet with junior Matt Blair on
piano, junior Jakob Heinemann
on bass and junior Jeremiah
Lemke-Rochon on drums.
Following was an improvisational duet with Pratt’s roommate, junior Gabe Peterson, who
also plays saxophone. Hippie
Bullshit and Sk8 City also made
appearances. A more extensive
review of the recital will be publish in next week’s issue of The
Lawrentian.
All in all, Pratt wanted to
take this opportunity at Harper
Hall to share his main musical
philosophy with people who he
may never have encountered

before.
“Focusing on listening is a
very important thing,” he said.

Photo by Abedin Rafique

Traux

Album Review

continued from page 8

The Living Strange’s
“2 AM Freak Show”
Izzy Yellen
Staff Writer

_________________________

I can be quite picky with
rock that has come out in the
past several years. I wouldn’t
necessarily say “rock is dead,”
but it certainly hasn’t been what
it used to be, nor has it intrigued
or impressed me that much -that’s not to say there aren’t
current artists I like. These are
all general observations though,
as The Living Strange pulled me
in with their single “Gillisblu”
and even more so with their
debut extended play (EP), “2 AM
Freak Show,” released Friday,
October 2.
With futuristic, trippy

effects, catchy grooves and
dense, poetic lyrics, this EP can
be listened to over and over
again, and there will still be new
aspects to hear. It is no doubt
that The Living Strange put as
much effort into sound design
and production as they did to
songwriting.
This attention to detail of
sound is most prevalent on the
title track. Interspersed through
both the quiet and loud sections, you’ll hear sounds that
will make you do a listening
equivalent of a double take.
They sound out of this world,
but when accompanied with
a simpler, more common rock
sound, the two create a blend
that sounds fresh and appealing, adding the perfect amount

of pizazz to set them apart from
similar bands.
With this use of unique
sounds, it is important for
there to be a sense of control
over the chaos and quick shifts
in energy. The Living Strange
does just that, with an obvious emphasis on being tight
and well-rehearsed. With ease,
they transverse different levels while maintaining a strong
sense of intensity. Whether it’s
just acoustic guitar and voice
or busy drum fills, a screaming distorted guitar and meaty
bassline, the band conveys emotion and vigor throughout.
This is partly due to their
shared musical influences,
which include St. Vincent and
Arctic Monkeys, who also have a

“I want to provide music for
people to listen to like that, stuff
that’s thoughtful.”

similar approach to their overall sound. But with the addition of their eclectic personalities and non-musical influences
such as Kurt Vonnegut and Andy
Warhol, they solidify themselves
as a unique band who is pushing
the boundaries of rock.
The Living Strange are currently touring the East coast and
plan to tour the West coast later
this year. Despite only releasing
four songs recently, they are sitting on a lot of material and will
be releasing EPs and hopefully
an album in the near future. You
can find The Living Strange at
<https://thelivingstrange.bandcamp.com>.

one thing to play technically and
impress the audience but another
to express and evoke deep emotions. All who participated in this
recital did both.
Truax was able to emphasize
his technical side of playing when
he performed Colin Labadie’s
“Strata 1,” a piece that requires
the saxophonist to not only circular breathe for nearly ten minutes,
but also to play a motor figure
throughout. Similar to a didgeridoo performance, he played a
basic pattern underneath while
layering other figures on top.
Technically, this was all extremely
challenging for the average saxophonist, but Truax performed it
effortlessly.
Do not be turned away from
a concert just because you don’t
know anything about it. You may
discover new music that moves
you or have one of the most blissful experiences of your life. And in
some cases, even both.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Responding to the changes
in Bon Appétit policies

ON
CAMPUS
ON CAMPUS
INTERNSHIP
INTERNSHIP

Last week, several dozen students sat in on LUCC General Council, while four upperclassmen led
discussion on the changes made to this year’s meal plan and Bon Appétit policies. In attempts to save
Bon Appétit money, the addition of clamshells has been implemented to reduce the amount of broken
and stolen dishes taken from the commons.

To be specific, Bon Appétit lost between $18,000-20,000 each year due to broken and stolen dishware. While this could be an effective money-saving alteration, both the price of students’ meal plan and
cost of food in Kaplan’s Cafe have increased. This includes items that now cost the same, despite being
half their previous size.
So far, Bon Appétit has been responsive to some of student’s concerns. At the beginning of the year,
a student leaving the commons could only take a single piece of hand fruit or dessert while leaving the
commons. Now, students are able to leave the commons with a sandwich or bagel in addition to a hand
fruit or dessert item.

Outgoing? Like
Like being
in in
Outgoing?
being
front of the camera?
front of the camera?

ON CAMPUS
INTERNSHIP

Despite inching in the right direction, the limits to food taken from the commons are quite an adjustment for returning students that were able to leave Andrew Commons with an entire plate of food last
year. This is mainly an issue for athletes, who often do require extra sustenance between meals.
There are still much bigger issues and questions yet to be answered by Bon Appétit and relevant
campus staff. For the last several years, the administration has been selective in its accountibility for
student complaints. Smaller issues like menu items are dealt with speadily. However, larger issues such
as pricing and adequate meal plans are entrapped in bureaucracy.

Be an “in-the-field” reporter
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Outgoing? Like being in
digital
front ofmagazine.
the camera?

Above all, we are concerned about the lack of nutrition we are receiving in a meal plan that -- mathematically speaking -- could never offer students three meals per day. Again, Lawrence staff presented an
inadequate response to this concern, stating that this was based on student interests in 2009. However,
they fail to account for the likely possibility of change in student opinion over the past seven years.

Interview fellow students
and produce your own
video
segments.
Whether it is a Bon Appétit manager of a member of Lawrence’s
finance
department, students’ con-

Nutritional sustenance is essential to students’ health and wellness. Students should not have to
worry that they are unable to have three meals a day due to the limits of their meal plan or the way their
schedule lines up with the hours that Andrew Commons is open.
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cerns need to be addressed. With so many different changes this year, Lawrence needs to be transparent
about decision-making in regards to our food plan. In order for students and staff to work collectively
establish a happy medium that everyone is comfortable with, students need to know where these decisions are made.
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Going beyond the issue
of same-sex marriage
Bridget Keenan
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

It was quite an eventful summer in the realm of social justice.
One of the news stories hardest to
ignore was the judgement regarding same-sex marriage by the
United States Supreme Court. As I
am heavily involved in queer politics, many people were surprised
to hear my general discontentment at this decision.
What concerned me was not
so much the judgment’s impact
on the definition of marriage or
its impact on queer politics as a
whole, but that many of the people who supported the Supreme
Court’s decision supported it for
entirely the wrong reasons. To me,
same-sex marriage served to confirm many queerfolk’s worst fears
and nightmares about the fate of
our community.
Before we start talking about
the ethics of making same-sex
marriage legal, it is vitally important that we address whom this
bill will actually be benefitting.
Liberal activists have a tendency
to think that allowing same-sex
marriage is the cure-all end-all
to queer injustice. The myth that
legalizing same-sex marriage
directly benefits same genderattracted people as a whole is little more than propaganda. While
inarguably fair, this sentiment
towards marriage equality often
overwhelms more pressing issues
affecting the same people. Queerphobic bullying and assault are
still major issues, and it is irresponsible to sidestep individual
safety over something as frivolous
as marriage.
Furthermore,
marriage
rights are a privilege rather than
a matter of safety or respect. We
marry to socially and legally validate our existing relationships; it
has nothing to do with how safe
you feel in that relationship in
the first place. Supporting a wedding doesn’t exactly constitute
supporting someone’s identity.
It simply means you think marriage is appropriate for them. The
marginalized orientations, gender
alignments and intersex (MOGAI)
movement is focused on the latter two. Claiming marriage to be
a cornerstone of the queer rights
movement grossly misunderstands queer culture as a whole.
Calling an act that does so little to
affect the well-being of the community as a whole, “a major victory” is misguided at best.
Centering such a diverse and
individual social movement on
domestic marriage derails MOGAI
groups from their original function. The original stonewall gay
rights movement was founded on
the principle that everyone should
be able to freely express their
gender and sexual identity inde-
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pendently of the heteronormative
culture.
Much of the movement was
based on gay people identifying
themselves separately from the
mainstream culture, since mainstream acceptance was so far out
of the question to the point of
being unnecessary. It was only
when gay people -- read: white,
cisgender, bourgeois homosexuals -- became more accepted that
issues such as marriage and public displays of affection were at all
addressed by this group.
The movement shifted from
questioning social norms to proving that gay people were “normal” enough to merit a place
in heteronormative culture.
Homonormativity is the systematic exclusion and invalidation
of queer and trans identities
based on their conformity to the
domesticity-biased, amatonormative model of queerness. Most
arguments for same-sex marriage
revolve around homonormativity
as a goal.
Worst of all is the fact that
so many people who adamantly
support same-sex marriage are
willfully ignorant and bigoted
against other MOGAI groups.
Many straight, allo and cis people
who supported the bill make no
attempt to sympathize with any
group other than the white, cisgender, allosexual, homonormative queer folk who meet the criterion for the narrow definition
of what “queer” should be. This is
heavily reflected in the push for
gay marriage. This is a victory for
homonormativity, nothing else.
The only reason love “won” is that
gender is already a lost cause.
All of this brings up the question: Why is marriage such a hot
topic for activists in the first place?
When you come right down to it,
the government uses marriage as
a way of systematically privileging
people based on their relationship
decisions. If you think I am wrong,
it is worth looking into the 1,000plus legal benefits legally married
couples get over any other type
of relationship. Not to mention
the social recognition and benefits
reserved exclusively for people
who choose to marry.
It is hypocritical to claim to
support marriage equality when
the definition of marriage is by
nature unequal. All in all, the
Supreme Court’s decision only
really affects homosexual and
bisexual cisgender people in gayaccepting, domesticity-oriented
areas; which in all reality is only
a tiny privileged fraction of the
people affected by the judicial
decision.
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Having a Wisconsin-football identity crisis
Aubrey Klein
Copy Editor

________________________

Along with changing leaves,
falling temperatures and the
return of the Pumpkin Spice
Latte, fall brings with it the start
of football season. Wisconsinites
rally around the Packers more
so than many other teams. The
cult of football is strong with
Wisconsinites, and marks a sort of
pride that is as unique and quirky
as the Cheeseheads worn by fans.
I am a born and raised
Wisconsinite who grew up in a
family that loves football. I flaunt
my love of cheese (fried or otherwise) and the Wisconsin State
Fair openly, and am never embarrassed to mention my home state.
By all accounts, Packer pride
should be running through my
veins -- green and gold instead
of red.
But there’s one problem: I
don’t like football. I feel no particular attachment to the Packers,
or any other team for that matter.

This feels like an exceptionally
offensive sin of state pride since I
come from Wisconsin.
It’s not that I’m ashamed of
my status as a Wisconsinite, but
I do feel like there is an essential
part of my state pride missing.
I’ve tried to fall in love with football and the Packers, but I have
accepted that it will never be fun
or entertaining to me personally.
It still stings a little bit though,
because not connecting with
this deeply ingrained football culture leaves me feeling unable to connect to the
bonding and socializing that
comes along with spectator
sports.
While my family gathers
around the TV to watch football,
I read or work on homework
because they won’t talk to me
or even look in my direction
until the game is over. If I get
lucky, they might grant me a
few sentences at half time. The
other day, I walked into my room
to find my roommates gathered
around the TV, two avid Packers
fans and one Bears fan who still
watched the game for the sake of

rivalry.
So if I don’t like football, why
do I feel like I’m missing out on
something? While I am probably
one of the least qualified people to be writing about sports,
I
have
since

dark history of offenses, including hazing, assault, elitism, racism
and drunkenness, among other,
more heinous charges. This history continues to this day.
Despite this, condemning all
Greek life is a step too far. The ill
actions of a few members of Greek
organizations do not accurately
reflect the majority of their members. While misconduct by any
individual should not be excused,
criticizing an entire institution for
actions of the few is unfair.
Beneath the frenzied media
attention garnered by the latest
scandals, Greek life is an institution that has much to offer
young men and women. At its
heart, Greek organizations are
social groups focused on bringing
young people together through
the bonds of brotherhood and sisterhood. In this, Greek life helps
to foster connections between
peers -- connections that can last
a lifetime. Additionally, Greek life
helps to introduce its members to
a network of alumnae and alumni,
helping students move beyond
their education, and into careers.
Greek life thrives on the noble
goal of connecting people.
Philanthropy is another
area where Greek organizations
excel. The majority of Greek
organizations encourage their
members to give back to their
communities. The Greek organizations on Lawrence’s campus
are no exception. Last year, the
Lawrence University Volunteer
and Community Service Center
reported that of all the organizations on campus that recorded
volunteer hours, three of the top
four were Greek organizations.
Additionally, the only organization on campus to complete over
a thousand hours of volunteer service was Kappa Kappa Gamma.
On top of friendship and
volunteerism, Greek life often
offers academic benefits as well.

Most Greek organizations have
minimum academic standards
for membership. This encourages
members to maintain academic
standards and work towards
scholastic goals. It is also often the
case that the members of Greek
organizations come together to
help each other thrive academically.
Before coming to college, I
never expected to join a Greek
organization. Throughout high
school, I was of the opinion
that fraternity life was not for
me. However, upon arriving on
campus my freshman year, I met
people involved in Greek life and
realized that most “frat bros” are
really normal people. So, I decided
to test the Greek waters, signing
up for an e-mail list at the activities fair. I have yet to regret the
decision.
While I am at times ashamed
of the actions of some people
involved in Greek life, I feel that I
have been profoundly affected by
Greek life at Lawrence. My fraternity is my support net. They are
my friends when I am lonely, my
cheerleaders when I need a boost
and my guardians when I need
help. As someone living 2,000
miles away from home, it is a big
comfort to have someone close
at hand who I consider a brother,
and count on like I count on my
family.
Greek life is one of the staples of my education. It provides
for me a home away from home.
I understand that Greek life is
not for everyone. Not everyone
is interested in, or has time for a
Greek organization. However, to
those with an open mind, Greek
life can have major benefits. If
you are anything like myself, you
might not even realize that Greek
life may be right for you. So don’t
be shy, give it a shot. What is there
to lose?

reframed my thinking about
spectator sports. I have come to
understand watching them as an
event that is more than people
yelling at a TV while shoving
chicken wings in their mouths,

even though it looks a lot like that
on the surface.
Even though I previously
brushed football off as unproductive and juvenile, I realize now
that watching spectator sports
is a cultural phenomena that is
deeply tied to identity -- especially when it comes to football in Wisconsin. Watching
a football game brings people together for a common
event.
Even though all of my
siblings are out of the house
now, whoever can make it
back gathers at our house to eat
appetizers and homemade soup,
which has become a tradition
in our house. Everything else
is forgotten until the game is
over. Packer games can literally bring families together.
I think that sports affiliations
and team pride can also bridge the
gap between disparate personalities. Whether you’re a Democrat
or Republican, Catholic or Jewish,
or any number of different identities, if you’re a Wisconsinite, you
can leave all other discussions
on the table and connect over a

shared love of the Packers. I’ve
been to many Packer parties that
are more accepting than lots of
other family gatherings.
Additionally, Packer fans
have a unique sense of ownership of their team. The Packers
are the only non-profit, community-owned major-league football
team in the U.S. The fact that the
Packers are based in Green Bay,
which is not the state capital or
even the most populous city in
Wisconsin, also contributes to the
mythos of the Packers and stamps
the team with a particular small
town “Wisconsin-ness.”
I think this is what I feel like
I’m missing out on: a sense of
membership in an exclusive club
that automatically connects me to
a network of fans and Wisconsin
pride. However, the fervor for
football hasn’t been completely
lost on me. While I may never
be considered a Packer super-fan,
my experience of growing up in
Wisconsin among Packer fans
has enlightened me to what is so
exciting and culturally important
about spectator sports.

Frats under fire: looking
past Greek life’s controversies Applications for
Theodore Kortenhof

Staff Writer

________________________

Greek life is a hot-button
topic today, both on college
campuses and in the media. At
Lawrence, this is no exception.
While Lawrence does not claim
the same number of Greek organizations as other, larger schools,
the presence of Greek life at
Lawrence is noticed by all. As
a member of Lawrence’s Greek
system, I acknowledge that Greek
life has its share of problems.
However, I believe that Greek life
is a fundamentally good institution.
Greek life as a whole is a
controversial topic. Of late, mainstream media has not been kind to
it. Much of this negative attention
has been fairly earned, but news
sources tend to focus on the evils
of Greek life while glossing over
the good things that it accomplishes. These portrayals do not
accurately represent the entirety
of Greek life.
The Greek organizations at
Lawrence have all courted scandal at some point. While many
of these offenses are old enough
to be irrelevant, some are recent
occurrences. This makes the general opinion of Greek life on campus mixed. Often, the nature of
any given incident dictates how
long it will be remembered. Issues
of drunken debauchery are generally quickly forgotten, while
offenses like sexual misconduct
take more time to forget.
It is far from uncommon to
hear about Greek organizations
gone awry. A list of recent incidents here would be superfluous.
A simple Google search of “fraternity scandal” brings up numerous
examples of Greek organizations
gone wrong. They have a long and

The Lawrentian

are now online at
http://lawrentian.com/apply

Rolling applications
are available year-round for the
following positions:
WRITERS
PHOTOGRAPHERS
ARTISTS

LIFE IS SHORT,
APPLY TODAY.

Applications for the Editorial Board
will be opened in Winter Term 2016.

LISTINGS

12

Oct. 2, 2015

THE LAWRENTIAN

PHOTO POLL

Luke Payne

Staff Photographer

What do you think of Bon Appétit’s policies?
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EDITORIAL
POLICY:

Editor-in-Chief:
Zach Ben-Amots

Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.

Copy Chief:
Amaan Khan
Managing Editor:
Katie Crawford

Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.

“You shouldn’t have to pay for a
clamshell since you are already
paying for an expensive meal
plan.”
—Nina Wilson

“I’m personally satisfied with the
current policies, but would love
to see a new plan that works
better be put in place.”
—John Newhall

“As a senior who has seen
offerings decrease over time, the
increase in price and decrease in
food is an unwelcome change.”
—Cindy Guan

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.

—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words,
and will be edited for clarity,
decency and grammar.

“The idea of the clamshell is
great as it is saving the university
a lot of money. However, they
didn’t seem to pass these savings on to the students.”
—Emily Stanislawski

“It’s unfair for people who eat
later, or want to eat and study at
the same time. I also don’t like
that they raised the prices but
the lowered the overall quality.”
—Julia Jaglowski
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pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
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publication.

—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline and to edit each
submission for clarity, decency
and grammar.

“I heard from people who went
to the LUCC meeting that Bon
App[étit] is only charging what
they receive from LU, and I feel
we’re giving them a hard time.”
—Emily Davis
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